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Introduction

After a great summer of sunshine, September has blown
and rained its way through the country. Autumn has now
arrived with a glimmer of an Indian Summer in the
Channel Islands.

In this newsletter we have news of one of our Arctic Club
award winners and her summer adventures. We look
forward to hearing all about Ella’s expedition at the
annual dinner. You will find all the details of how to book
in the following pages and some club shop and discount
news. https://membermojo.co.uk/arcticclub/store

Click on this link to book for the dinner.

‘We have had two requests from members, one to hitch a
lift to Arctic waters and the second for ideas relating to
rubbish collection. There are also two interesting
accounts, from two of our presidents, one on the summer
walk in Greenwich and the other on an 80’s kayak
expedition to Svalbard.

I hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and if you have
any comments then please get in touch and if you would
like to contribute please contact me at

nicky@seapaddler.co.uk
Hope to see a lot of you at the dinner.



https://membermojo.co.uk/arcticclub/store
mailto:nicky@seapaddler.co.uk
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The Annual Arctic Club Dinner 2025

Every December, members and guests of the Arctic Club come together for one of
the most anticipated events of the year: the Annual Arctic Club Dinner. This
cherished gathering blends festive cheer, fine dining, and the warmth of enduring
friendships, promising an evening that celebrates both the spirit of the season and
the club’s unique traditions. This year’s dinner will be held on the 6th and 7th of
December, at the Mount School in York.

The Mount School

The Mount School has been chosen as the venue, in recognition of the tremendous
contribution that the school has made, through the Borealis Society, to providing
opportunities for students to lead and participate in arctic expeditions, notably in
East Greenland. The Society was headed by Nigel Bidgood, our 2026 president elect.
The school provides an excellent venue and York is a splendid destination. Our
dinner and talks will be held in the school, where there is free parking. The dining
hall and school hall have wheel chair access with a small ramp to both, and there is a
short distance outside between these two rooms. Members are encouraged to book
local accommodation at the earliest opportunity, there are many hotels and guest
houses to choose from. The nearest hotel is Hotel Elmbank York where we can also
retire to their snug bar for a drink after the meal.

‘What to Expect This Year

The evening will open with a welcome reception, followed by a swift AGM and a
number of interesting talks. Glenn Morris, a member since 1999 and also a Fellow of
the R.G.S. will be sharing his reflections of having sledged, climbed and paddled
extensively in the Arctic, notably the North West Passage and Greenland, in his talk
‘The Drip, Drip Effect’. As Glenn is also a Royal Cambrian Academy Academician,
his slide show is likely to reference his sculptural work influenced by the Arctic. 2
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We will also be joined by Ella Hibbert who joined this year, Ella is a British
Yachtmaster instructor. She will be talking about her single-handed transit of the
North West Passage which she successfully completed this September in her yacht
Yeva, as part of her circumnavigation of the Arctic Circle.Ella’s mission is to raise
awareness of climate change’s impact on the Arctic and fundraise for two amazing
charities - Polar Bears International and Ocean Conservancy

On Sunday morning, our 2026 Club President, Dr Rachel Carr will give her
introductory speech and highlights from her own Arctic experience and research -
Arctic Adventures: researching the impacts of climate change on Arctic glaciers.

We will also hear from Dr Anna Bidgood - Searching for technology metals in
Greenland: an Arctic paradox. Peter Chaplin will give a walk through demonstration
of the Club’s new website including the interactive forum and membership database,
enabling members to share information and network, and other features such as the
online shop.

Throughout the event, there will be an exhibition of art and other creative work
inspired by members’ Arctic experiences. Our main contributor is Tim King, who is
also a founding member of the British Plein Air Painters. (See P.4)

Highlights

* Traditional Toasts: Raise a glass to the club’s history and to absent friends.

* Festive Feast: A carefully curated menu with choice of seafood or vegan starter,
beef or mushroom and blue cheese mains, seasonal fruit tart dessert.

* Illustrated Talks: a diverse range of speakers and perspectives on the Arctic

* Art Exhibition: Creative members share their art works

* Shop: Arctic Club merchandise

Booking and Attendance

Booking for the Annual Arctic Club Dinner is now open and early booking is
encouraged, as places are limited and always in high demand. Members are welcome
to invite one guest with an active interest in the Arctic, making it a perfect
opportunity to introduce others to the club’s warm and welcoming spirit.

Click this link to book the dinner. https://membermojo.co.uk/arcticclub/store

to book your places. There is an opportunity to renew your annual membership at
the same time, if you haven’t already done so. Paypal is the preferred payment
method, however as always other options are available.

Dress code is black tie.

If you have any questions please contact Alasdair Flint on alasdairmflint@gmail.com
and he or one of the team will be pleased to help.



https://polarbearsinternational.org/
https://oceanconservancy.org/
https://membermojo.co.uk/arcticclub/store
mailto:alasdairmflint@gmail.com

Autumn 2025 Newsletter October 2025

Art in the Arctic

At this year's annual dinner we are delighted to host an art exhibition and would
like to take a moment to introduce one of our contributors Tim King, member of
the Arctic Club and one of the founding members of the British Plein Air Painters.

His exhibition will include a selection of works inspired by visits to Fligely Fiord,
Ardencaple Fiord and Peters Bugt painted from the southern shore of Hochstetter
Forland. Liverpool land from Constable Point. Several Greenland trips and one oil
from the 1972 Axel Heiberg expedition. The oil was done from a photograph
taken by the artist following the expedition.

Some of Tim's small watercolours appear in Geoffrey Halliday's Flora of East
Greenland. Tim was lucky enough to be on his 1980 trip.

Here is Tim in his younger days, painting
in the Arctic. Asyou can see from the photo,
Tim always travelled light and painted
small then. He says be used terrible paper
too - which is now quite fragile.

For more information about the
British Plein Air Painters and the
diversity of their art work, please visit
their web site with paintings from the
2023 show at

https://

www.britishpleinairpainters.co.uk/



https://www.britishpleinairpainters.co.uk/
https://www.britishpleinairpainters.co.uk/
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The Club Shop

A seasonal reminder that the club shop stocks merino beanies and bobble hats. Here are
our Arctic Shop ambassadors from Qaarsut in Greenland, Kunuk and Inooraq Jakobsen,
modelling them for us.

Perfect for the Arctic environment and back home! A great gift idea.

To buy anything from the shop go to the Arctic Club members area.
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Preparing for your next high-latitude journey?

You know that nothing outperforms high-quality merino wool for reliable extreme
cold layering. Its superior warmth-to-weight ratio, breathability, and natural odour
resistance are critical for successful, long-term expeditions and fieldwork.

The Arctic Club have negotiated members an exclusive discount on EDZ
MerinoActivewear.

ARCTIC CLUB EXCLUSIVE OFFER.

10% OFF a huge range of top-quality EDZ Merino clothing(base layers, socks, accessories,
and more).

YOUR CODE: 49TQB3VG. SHOP NOW: www.edz.co.uk

Watch this space for other offers.


http://www.edz.co.uk
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“Ella in the Arctic” - will be at our Annual Dinner!

Ella Hibbert has just completed the first female single-handed transit of the Northwest
Passage, what an incredible achievement!

She had hoped to continue around the Northeast Passage but various gear failures and strong
weather conditions delayed her arrival at the Bering Strait so she made the very wise decision
to overwinter her yacht in Alaska before continuing next year. Remarkably she has managed
to get her boat hauled out and safely tucked up in the very remote St Paul Island, and that
means Ella is free to come to the Arctic Club Annual Dinner at The Mount School to tell us
all about her adventure!

It should be an amazing tale so please don’t miss it.

There is a link to book your dinner on P3. .
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An Arctic Bin Run?

Rubbish in remote places and particularly plastic waste in remote places, is
something that most of us will have witnessed first-hand.

Will Stirling, who received an Arctic Club grant in 2023, is putting together a project
in order to collect remote waste.

The project is at the concept stage: broadly it involves a schedule of waste collection
by sailing vessel from government funded Arctic and Antarctic stations as the
economic backbone to run the vessel. En route the schooner will call at sites of
known debris that are without responsibility and begin to clean them up.

Will knows little about Arctic rubbish collection and how the system operates. If any
of our members know how the Arctic bin run operates and whether there may be
room for a dedicated sailing boat, Will would be very grateful for any intel, input or
connections.

“Having sailed for 20 years in the Arctic, I have seen plenty of rubbish in remote
places. There are two options: I could do nothing about it, or I could make an
attempt to clear some of it up. At face value the second option seems the better
option.”

will@stirlingandson.co.uk

Please contact Will if you have any ideas.


mailto:will@stirlingandson.co.uk
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Anyone Sailing Towards Jan Mayen, Svalbard or Greenland?

Jukka on Jan Mayen
with the 2277 m high
Beerenberg
stratovolcano in the
background.
Beerenberg is the
world's
northernmost
subaerial active
volcano.

Alasdair has just received a message from Jukka Nurminen who lives in Helsinki.
Jukka describes himself as a “Finnish Mountain Collector”!

He visited Jan Mayen in 2019 but is very keen to go there again, ideally in 2026, and
was wondering if there were any Arctic Club Members sailing that way who would
appreciate an extra crew member?

Jukka also has plans to climb a few modest mountains in Svalbard or Greenland in
the following years. He could even supply a small team for Jan Mayen, Svalbard or
Greenland if you are short of crew. So, if you need sailing crew or would appreciate
a climbing companion, then Jukka is keen to hear from you!

By the way;, if you happen to be in Helsinki, Jukka’s father has a collection relating
to Northern Exploration and he is sure he would be happy to show his collection to
any interested Arctic Club Members.

Contact: jukka.nurminen@abyssart.fi if you could be of any help.



mailto:jukka.nurminen@abyssart.fi
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Svalbard

Like most good ideas, it started in a pub, on a bitterly cold January day, Pete and myself had
been playing in the Tour de Rozel tide race, off the north coast of Jersey. As the fire warmed our
bodies and the beer clouded our brains, we began to talk enthusiastically about places to go
kayaking in the summer of 1983.

For no other reason than we had heard of it we decided upon Svalbard, specifically the west
coast of Spitsbergen. The following morning we went out on the Jersey Canoe Club session and
confirmed our intention to head north. Little did we realise how much that simple confirmation
was going to impact our lives.

I knew of one other group who had paddled there before, in 1977. Sam Cook was on that trip
and I used to see him at British Canoe Union meetings at the time. A perfect starting point for
gathering information. Sam, as he always has been, was generous with his time and knowledge,
what was apparent we needed good kit for paddling in if we were going to avoid having a
miserable experience.

For information about the area and potential routes I spent many happy hours in the library and
the map room at the RGS. The route we decided upon was to paddle the west coast in two
sections, returning to Longyearbyen to restock after 4 weeks. Heading north to Amsterdameaya
first before heading south to the southern tip.

Probably the hardest item of equipment to source were the rifles. Pete worked in the jewellery
trade and had contacts who knew about this sort of thing. We managed to rent two, collecting
them in Longyearbyen after they had been shipped from Europe. We actually had no practice
firing them until after our first days paddling, when we tried to shoot empty custard packets on
a snow drift on the northern side of Isfjorden.

I applied for a Churchill Fellowship, 4 of us were called for interview but 3 of us realised that it
was a waste of time as it was just after the Falklands War and one group had put forward a
proposal to kayak in the south Atlantic. Interestingly the 3 of us who were unsuccessful
completed our expeditions whilst the successful group didn’t even start their trip.

The great thing was that they paid my flight to London for interview, which was on a Friday;
with the Saturday and Sunday being the Earls Court Boat Show. At the time windsurfing was
undergoing rapid expansion and there was new equipment coming on the market. What
interested me were the dry suits. At the time there was an urban myth in paddling circles that if
you wore a dry suit, capsized and came out of the kayak, all of the air would rush to your feet.
You would be suspended upside down, consequently drowning.

I convinced Typhoon to lend me a dry suit with the commitment that if I didn’t drown we
would buy 6. We rarely get snow in Jersey but bizarrely the following Sunday morning we
experienced a minor blizzard. I volunteered to test the accuracy of the urban myth so I paddled
oftshore on my own. It was so cold nobody else was even willing to come on the water.

A few nervous jokes followed by a couple of deep breaths and I was upside down. I clearly
survived the capsize and within the week we had ordered 6 new dry suits. As far as I am aware
we were the first sea kayaking group from the UK to use drysuits in the Arctic. What an

absolute game changer, they certainly increased our safety levels whilst making daily life

bearable.
10
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Arriving in Svalbard the weather was unsettled, we rarely experienced more than 2 days
when it was possible to paddle but we did reach the north west corner of Amsterdamaya
at 79 degrees 47 minutes north. To this day I regret not paddling an extra 13 nautical
miles to reach 8o degrees north.

We did have an encounter with a polar bear, Pete’s mum optimistically stated that we
were lucky that the bear didn’t find the zip to the tent but we didn’t see much human
activity. A yacht from Nantes in France plus 4 Russian scientists were the only people we
saw. That said the northern trip was positively busy compared to when we headed south
for 4 weeks, we didn’t see anybody. Our southern limit was Hornsund, the inclement
weather and the pending departure of our flight back home encouraged us to return
north.

In the 42 years that have passed since our visit to Svalbard I am sure that it has changed
significantly not just as a result of climate change. Who could have imagined that Joanna
Lumley would be advertising trips to Svalbard on prime time television? I doubt that in
2026 you could spend 4 weeks kayaking off the west coast of Spitsbergen and not see
another person.

Many of us in the Arctic Club are of the age when we might remember the days before
mass tourism arrived in the northern waters. Family members could send letters “Poste
restante” so that when we arrived back in town there “might” be some news of home.
‘Who remembers the thrill of sending “Kodachrome 64” films off in the little yellow
envelopes and waiting with anticipation for the processed slides to land on the door mat.
Is that photo I took 2 months ago really as good as I thought?

Everything was so much slower, we had the luxury of time to process the emotional highs
and lows we had experienced in some remote corner of the Arctic. There wasn’t the
desperate need to post Instagram as soon as possible. Many of us wrote expedition
reports, which were sent to various libraries and could have proved useful for other
groups returning to the region. The weather forecast was obtained by sticking your head
outside the tent and attempting to analyse the cloud patterns, Garmin Inreach was still
decades away:

It would be easy to say they were “simpler times” but in reality they weren’t. They were
different and at times far more difficult. The threat of a major injury on a trip with no
means of communication for external support, was considerable. There was no way of
predicting that we were going to be stuck for 36 hours, in the tent in Isfjorden, as a major
August blizzard rages outside, a forecast would have encouraged us to seek a more
sheltered campsite.

I am due to return to west coast of Greenland next summer, it will be 33 years since my
first visit and will be my 1oth visit in total. Every time is unique, the challenges are
different, not least the fact that it will only be 2 weeks before my 7oth birthday, I am not
as fit as I was. I feel privileged, as I am sure many of you also do, that we have been able
to visit the Arctic on quite a few occasions. It has changed, not always for the best but
once we leave the settlements and head out into the field we are experiencing the same
emotions and excitement as those who went before us.

11
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A bleak campsite on the west coast. These 2
ultimate phaser dome tents were home to the 6
kayakers. One of the first expedition dome tents.

October 2025

Kevin and Pete on one of the rare
sunny days in_July 1983 heading
north from Isfjorden in their
typhoon dry suits.

The polar bear sniffed around the kayaks
and tent, luckily it wasn't bungry and
walked off-

Apologies for the quality of the photograph,

the group were too busy getting dressed and
finding the guns.

12
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Arctic Club Summer Meet - An Arctic Themed Walk
along the Thames

El

We were a little anxious that we would suffer from the heat after the fiercely hot
summer, but we were rescued by constant rain with an amber warning for
thunderstorms. There appears to be a link between weather warnings and Arctic Club
events!

A small group of Arctic Club members met at London Bridge at exactly 10:00, we are
very punctual! The walk was to Greenwich about § /2 miles away:

London Bridge to Bermondsey —The Erebus Engine

The first Arctic connection was to do with the Greenwich to London railway which
happens to be the earliest example of an entirely elevated railway.

John Ross had a steam engine fitted to the Victory in 1829. It was a shallow draft
paddle ship that he was going to use on his second attempt to find the North West
Passage. The engine was incredibly unreliable and by the time they reached Scotland it
had all but seized up. He tossed the boilers overboard. 16 years later Franklin also
wanted steam power for his expedition to find the North West Passage, but to ensure
he had a more reliable engine he bought a train from the Greenwich Railway
Company and fitted it transversely across the Erebus! The 15 ton engine drove a 32 ft
shaft to a whopping 7 foot diameter propeller. The engine was just 25 horsepower!

13
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A picture showing the steam engine on the Erebus.
(Taken from “The North West Passage — Time Life Books)

We walked on past the HMS Belfast, which spent 18 months supporting the Arctic
Convoys, and on to Bermondsey — the home to Donkin and the invention of the tin
can.

After many more slightly tenuous Arctic connections we come to Rotherhithe.
Rotherhithe and Deptford — The Historical Home of many Arctic Ships

Over 100 ships were built in the Rotherhithe Shipyards overthree centuries before
they closed down in the late 1800’s. Perhaps the most famous was HMS Carcass,
built by Stanton and Wells as a bomb vessel. Because of its strength it was converted
for Arctic use (like the Erebus and Terror). This ship took the 14 year old Horatio
Nelson as a midshipman to the Arctic. Here he was confronted by a polar bear as he
attempted to get a bear skin.

14
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The scene was made famous by a painting by Richard Westall which is in the
National Maritime Museum

Rotherhithe is the home of Greenland Dock. The ten-acre dock originally called
Howland Wet Dock opened in 1700 for the safe laying up and repairing of ships,
particularly those of the East India Company. Due to the whaling industry, during the
1740s the dock gradually became known as the Greenland Dock, the name it still
retains today. The South Sea Company constructed coppers for the boiling of blubber to
produce oil in a building on the south side of the dock. The building also had tanks for
the storage of oil and cellars for baleen. For about a hundred years, from the early 18th
century, London was a leading whaling port. Perhaps ten thousand whales and very large
numbers of seals were killed and brought back to London during that time. Just a bit
further downstream, Enderby had at least 12 whaling ships. Enderby Land in Antarctica
was named after Enderby Brothers of London.

15
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Beyond Rotherhithe lies Deptford.

The Deptford victualing yards held,
amongst other provisions, up to 32,000
gallons of rum! The yards were the largest
food-processing operation in Britain, if not
in Europe. This is where Donkin would
have delivered his canned food for the
Arctic Expeditions. (You can read about
this in another article in the Spring 2024
newsletter)

By 1830 the yards covered 20 acres. Old
maps show about 6 railway lines coming
right down to the river. It was a massive
operation.

16
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Just beyond the Victualling Yards were Deptford Royal Docks. They were
tounded by Henry V111 in 1513 although they had been building ships here since at
least 1420. The King’s Yard became one of the most important shipbuilding yards
in the world before finally closing in 1869.

Because of the world-wide reputation of the Royal Dockyard, Peter the Great
came to Deptford in 1698 to learn how to build war ships. Although he came
incognito his entourage included 3 Interpreters, 2 Clocksmiths, a Cook, 4 dwarfs,
70 Soldiers, and a monkey. The sheer fact that he was 6 foot 8 inches tall would
have been enough to blow his cover! He rented John Evelyn’s house with its
famous gardens and trashed the place. He reportedly used oil paintings for target
practice and had wheelbarrow races through the flower beds. When he returned
to Russia he personally built Russia’s first war ship.

And on to Greenwich

Slightly bedraggled and wet, but still smiling, we eventually arrived at our
destination - the monument to Joseph Rene Bellot besides the Thames in
Greenwich.

In 1851 Bellot joined the search for Franklin on board the ketch Prince Albert
under the command of Captain William Kennedy. To harden himself to the hard
winter conditions, he slept with only a thin mattress. He once made an artificial
leg for an Inuit man which endeared him to the locals. Bellot made a 1,500 km
trek through the Arctic and was promoted to Lieutenant in 1852 when he joined
Captain Inglefield. His intelligence and devotion to duty won him wide
admiration. Sadly, he disappeared between an opening in the ice in Wellington
Channel at the age of 27. The Bellot Straight separates the Boothia peninsular
(named after Felix Booth) from Somerset Island. It is rare for the British to erect a
statue in memory of a Frenchman, but Bellot is a deserved exception!

There is a road in Greenwich and a crater on the moon named after him.

17
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Bellot s monument in Greenwich.

Something to visit next time we are in London

We ended our walk here and went to Heaps Sausages for some lunch. Afterwards we
headed to the Polar Gallery in the National Maritime Museum before returning to
London Bridge by the high-speed Thames Clipper.

There is a more detailed description of the walk on my website https://
sumaraofweymouth.co.uk/2025/07/28/an-arctic-walk-along-the-thames/

Alasdair Flint

18
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A book for the collection

For Glory, Not Gold

Expeditions through Arctic Lands
1818-1876

By Hubert Sagnieres

Foreword: Paul Nicklen

Arctic Exploration Advisers: Mike Beedell
and Eric Brossier

-. - -

Travel to the North Pole remains the .; g
ultimate challenge for intrepid adventurers; 'FOR GLORY, NOT GOLD
FOf GIOI'Y, NOt GOld takes readers along on Sxpeditions thraugh Araniv Landy, 101810874
ten daring nineteenth century voyages
through first-hand accounts and striking
archival images.

For Glory, Not Gold recounts a gripping
tale of nineteenth-century exploration in
the Arctic — a realm where only ice and
time held dominion. Beautifully illustrated,
with artwork by the explorers themselves,

it retraces the journeys of ten remarkable navigators, all of them fascinated by the
elusive Northwest Passage —

that perilous maritime route so long concealed by the icebound waters between Europe
and Asia.

The book relives the everyday existence of such famous British explorers as Sir Edward
Parry and Sir John Franklin, leader of a lost expedition that inspired sailors far and
wide to join in the search for his missing crews. Among them were Dr John Rae and Sir
Leopold McClintock, but also American adventurers Dr Elisha Kent Kane and Charles
Francis Hall, whose death remains a mystery more than 150 years later. Trapped in the
ice for months on end, it was largely thanks to the wisdom and generosity of the Inuit
— resilient masters of Arctic survival — that these men lived to tell their tale.

Featuring previously unpublished documents, engravings and maps from the author’s
personal collection of rare books and source materials, For Glory, Not Gold is a vivid
account of the obsessions, privations, dramas and discoveries that defined the pursuit
of the Northwest Passage. It brings to life a land at the crossroads of science and
dreams, where adventure lies around every icy corner. A tribute to pioneering polar
exploration, the book also gives shape to the enduring myths of the Arctic.

19
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About the author -

Hubert Sagniéres is a Fellow Member of The Explorers Club, an Auditeur of the Académie
de Marine (Paris) and a Compagnon de la Guilde. Discover, explore, share — that might well
be his motto! There was a time when this inveterate traveller journeyed through the islands
of the South Pacific, following in the footsteps of Louis-Antoine de Bougainville and Jean-
Francois de Lapérouse. In 1991, as head of a large French industrial group, he moved to
Canada and, fired by his passion for the Great North, went on more than twenty winter
polar expeditions to the Canadian Arctic. He travelled on skis pulling a pulk or supported by
a dog-drawn qamutiik. He explored the shores of Baffin, Ellesmere and Axel-Heilberg Island,
surveying this polar world about which we know so little. On May 10, 2022, at the end of a
particularly gruelling ski expedition, he and his children celebrated his sixty-seventh birthday
on Beechey Island. To one side of them stood Joseph-René Bellot’s cenotaph, to the other
the graves of Sir John Franklin’s sailors. In his hand were the accounts of Dr Elisha Kent
Kane and Sir Francis Leopold McClintock. Hubert Sagniéres is forever a devotee of the
Arctic’s unique magic.

In 2023, Hubert undertook a solo flight around the globe in a single-engine aircraft, retracing
the routes of early aviators and explorers. In recent years, from the Dayak tribes of Borneo
to the Mentawai people of Siberut Island, his thirst for encounters and discoveries has led
him to the most remote islands of the Indonesian archipelago. He continues tirelessly to
crisscross the world, discovering all these ports of call that have become mythical places over
the centuries. This passion for travel and adventure has driven Hubert to immerse himself in
the accounts of the great explorers of past centuries and assemble an exceptional collection
of ancient exploration books.

All royalties will be donated to La Guilde https://la-guilde.org/en/, a non-profit organization
that supports Hubert Sagniéres’ Histoire & Explorations grant aimed at helping young
explorers finance their adventures.

PUBLICATION DETAILS

9 October 2025

*  HC wl/cloth spine

400 pages

300 colour illustrations

10 % x 12 % in. (27 x 32 cm)
* 265

ISBN: 978-2-08-048791-9
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