
IMAQA Sila Science Expedition 2026 
 
South–North traverse of the Greenland Icecap using snow-kites. – Leader: Gilles Denis 
(14th April 2026 – 22nd May 2026) 
 
The following pictures and captions by Ed and Sasha Luke give a flavour of the expedition. 
 
 

 
Setting out. The team begin their long journey across the ‘frozen ocean’ of ice. The rocks in 
the foreground of this picture are the last tokens of earth that they will see for nearly a 
month.  (1S0A5861_©edluke26) 
 
 



 
Labyrinths and dead ends, the lack of recent snowfall made for good pulk gliding and 
negligible risks from crevasses. (1S0A6123_©edluke26) 
 
 

 
Sasha leads the way with crampon spikes biting into bare ice. Above lenticular clouds rip 
across a moody sky. (1S0A6220_©edluke26) 
 



 
Wilson and Gilles stand in awe as an out of this world parhelion shines above, at the end of a 
long day’s kiting. (1S0A6681_©edluke26) 
 
 

 
Science is carried out in adverse conditions as well as no wind days. Days like these are a full 
team effort as everything is a challenge in the cold temperatures that we encountered in 
week two. (1S0A6735_©edluke26) 
 



 
Portrait of Gilles Denis, founder of the science company IMAQA. (1S0A6808_©edluke26) 
 
 

 
Flying close to the surface for maximum power in light airs - a sunny day on the Greenland ice 
sheet. (1S0A6946_©edluke26) 
 



  
Sastrugi leads into a picture of two team members flying side by side on their journey North. 
(1S0A7010_©edluke26) 
 

 
Wilson stands at the doorway of an expedition tent in strong conditions one morning. Ahead 
of gear up and kites up. (1S0A7063_©edluke26) 



 

 
Digging snow pits of scientific observations and density samples.  (1S0A7189_©edluke26) 
 
 

 
A team effort on snow pit digging. Wilson on the left makes a footstep to aid exit at the end 
of the job. (1S0A7230_©edluke26) 
 
 
 



 
Sasha holds a density cutter which is used to sample the many different layers within the 
snow pit. These samples are then weighed to determine the changing densities. 
(1S0A7301_©edluke26) 
 
 

 
One of our deepest snow pits at nearly 3 meters in depth. (1S0A7512_©edluke26) 
 
 



 
The team works hard in light winds to generate enough energy in the kite system to propel us 
and our 100kg payloads Northwards. (1S0A7548_©edluke26) 
 

 
Sasha and Ed at the end of a long day’s kiting into the early hours. (1S0A7742_©edluke26) 
 



 
Wilson packs away his kite with a clear view of land in the background. A welcomed 
appearance after nearly a month in the big white. This costal scene of mountains dropping 
down into the fjords and icebergs floating way off in the distance was truly beautiful.  
(1S0A7843_©edluke26) 
 

 
Sasha rejoices at the end of our kite journey. All that is left to negotiate now is 800 metres of 
steep rocky slopes down to the sea ice. (1S0A7961_©edluke26) 
 



 
The decent haul down to sea level, before it became considerably more involved. 
(1S0A8001_©edluke26) 
 

 
Getting a lift over the sea ice with the locals, a lightweight dog sled is used to safely cross open 
leads that have now started appearing along the route.  (1S0A8117_©edluke26) 
 



 
The dog teams make their way home to the remote settlement of Qaanaaq in North West 
Greenland with towering coastal cliffs as a backdrop. (1S0A8266_©edluke26) 
 
 
 


